| DECLARAT1I 


FROM THE 


_HARMLESS&INNOCENT | 


People of . God, callcd, 


Againſt ALL 


EDITION 


Plotters &Fighters 


In the WORTD.. 


For the removing of the Ground of Jealouſie and Suſpicion from both 
. Magiſtrates and People in the Kingdome, rogunaing Wars and Fightings. - 
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Prceicyced wats rhe King. «por s the 217 1h by of "the 
11th moxerh, 1662." 


u R Principle is, and: our Pra Fees have-always beento * 
teek peace, and erfue ir, and co follow after Righceoutnefs, 
' and the Knowledge of God, ſecking the Good and Well- 
fare, and doin” that whi-hteads to the peace of AIL We ' 


£ - +4; knoww* mar Wars'and F > htings proceed from the Lufts of Men, as 
| out 9: which L- ſs che Lord harh redecmedas; and - 
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War it ſelf (wherein envious Men, who are lovers. of themfeives 
more then lovers of Gods Luſt, Kill, and deſire to have Means Livesv 

Eſtates) atiſech from the Luſt. All Bloody Principles and Praftices 
we (astoour own particular) do urt&rly deny, with all ourward Wars 
and Serife, -aad Fightings with Out Weapons, for any end, or 
x” 0-06 Ian whacſogver; and this.is our Teftimony to the whole 


Worid. 
— And whereas it is Objeced ; Ree 

But vlipough you now fay, That you canzet, Fight, nor take:uft Aitls 4t 
all, yet if the Spirit do move you, then you will change your Principle, anil 
then you will ſell zour Coat,and bury a Sword,& Fight for the Kingdom of Chriſt. 

Anſw. Asforthis, we ay to yon, that Chrilt ſail to Vere he | 
thy Sword in hs place , though he had'/faid before, haha: had noSwardy 
might fell his-Coat and buy one & to the ſylfillikg of 'the Day ag 
Scripture) yet-a'ter when hehad bidhim pur it up, he ſaid, {#7%at 
taketh the Sw:rd, ſhall periſh with. the-Stard , hs furcher, Chriſt ſaid - 
to Pilate, Thinkeſt thou that T cannit: now Pray; to my Fathiy, ' anaif be ſhall. 
preſentl give me more then twelve Legions of- Angels? and this might (a- 
isfie Peter, Luk. 22. 36. after he had put up his Sword, when he ſaid. 
to him, He that took it, ſhould periſh-by it, which (acisfieckus,- Mut. 26, 
FI, 32, 53- andin the Revelations it's laid, He that kills minh the > 
ſhall periſh with the Swaxd, and here us the Faith and the Patience of the Saints , 
aad ſo Chrift's Kingdom i. not of this World, :thereſore do not his 
Servants Fight, as he told P:lxte the Magiſtrate, who crucified him: and 
did they not look upoa-Chriſtes@raifer-of Sedition:? ' and didinot he- 
fay, Fagiuethem? Bugthusitis, thatwearenungared amongſt Tranſ- 
| efſors and numbred amangſt Fighters, that the Scriptures mighr..be 
fulfilled. _ - | 

- That Spirit of Chriſt by whi:h we-are' guided, is not changeable, 
ſo as once to commaud us from a thing as Evil, and again to move 
untoic; and wedo certainly know,-ango teſtifiero che World, that the 
. Spirit of. Chriſt, which leads us. into aH: Trach, willnever- move us te 
; Fightand Waragainſtauy Man with ourward:Weapons, neither for 
che Kingdomof. Chriſt,, nor for che'Kingdoms:ofi chis:W orld; 

Firſt, Becauſe the Kingdom of Chriſt, .Godiwill exalt :according-to- 
his promiſe, and caue itto;grow-andAouriſh.in Righteouſneſs z Xor-by 
Might, nor by Power-(of. outward. Sword) but by may Spirit ſaith-the pours | 

ent, ; 5 _— 
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#vch. 5; 6. Sothoſethat ufeany Weapon to Fight for Chiift, & for 
rhecftabliſhing|, ang d "ag vor mp both the Spirit, 

Piinriple and Prxactids inchar, wedeny, 

- Sevondlly, We do earneſtly defire and wait, That .(by the 

Word of God's Power, aad' its cffe&ual Operation in the Hearts 

of Men) the Kingdoms of this World miay become the 

Kingdothis of the Lord, and of his Chriſt, that he might Rule 
and Reign in Men, by his Spirit and Truth ; that thereby all Peoplc 
out of alidifferent Judgments and Profeſſions, mighe be broughe into 

-Loyveand Ulniry with God, and'one with anocher; and that they 

mighrall come to witneſs che Prophets words, who ſaid, Nation fhall 
not lift up Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn War any mv: e, 

If, 2. 4. Mich. 4. 3. | | 
- So we, whom cher Lord hath called into the obedience of his Fer :th, 

have denyed Wars and Fightings,and cannotagain any more learnic. And 

this is a certain Teſtimony unto all the World, of the Truth of our 

Hearts-in-this particular, that as God perſwadeth ever ; Mans Heare 

to-believe, ſothey may receive it; for we have not (as ſome others) 
gone aboitt cunningly with deviſed Fables : Norhave we ever deny- 
edin-Pracice, what we have profelied in Principle, bur in Sincerizy 
and Fruth, and by che Word-of- God have we labourcd: to be made 
manifcſt aaro all Men; chat'both we and our ways might be witneſſed 
inche Hearrs of all People: And whercas all manngr of Evil hath 
been falfly ſpoken of us, we hereby ſpeak forth che pi:in- Truth of our 
kearts, - to take away the occafton of chat offence, that fo'we being 
Inmocent, may nor ſuffer for other Mens Offences,  nor'be made a 
Prey-uponby the wills of men, for chat of which we wece never Guilty; 
buc incheuprigheneſs of ourhearts we. may, under che Power ordained 
of God, for the puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for the rraife of them 
thar dowel, live a peaceable and godly Life, in all Godlinefs and 
Honeſty; for although we have always ſuffered; and do now- more 
abundantly-fuffer; -yet we know thae it's for Rightecoulne's ſake, For 
aw rejoycing this; the Teſtimony of our Conſciences, that in' Simplicity ad 
| x uvet'with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grate of God; we iave 

d our Canver ſdtion-intheWorld,-2 Cor.1i12. Which forus isa Wiles, - 


forthe: convincing-of our Enemies. For this 'we' can: ay torall the - | 
A 2 - World - 
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 *'. _ » Worlds wehave wronved:no Mans Pervſong'or-42 
have uſed no Fozce nor Uiolence.againſt any. M 

foundin no Plots, nor.guilty, of D 

.wionged, we haye:not ſought, io re 
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| contrary.to him for whom we 
lufferall chings,i iand endure all chings. 9 HF 


And whereas Men come againſt\us with Clubs, . Stgves, Drawn Swords, 
Piſtols cock*t, .and do beat, cut and abuſe ws ;, yet we neyer reliſted them, 
bur to them our Hair, Backs,«'and Cheeks have been 'ready , ; bur-it 
isnot an honour co Manhood nor Nobility,. to run-upon tharmleſs' Peo- 
ple,, who life nor upa Hand againſt them, with Arms and Weapons, 

_ .. Therefore conſider theſe things ye; Men of Underſtanding : For 
tters, Raiſers of Inſurretions, Tumulcuous Ones, and Fighters, 
ingywith'Swords,- Clubs, Staves and Piſtols one againſt anocher 
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her afflick 

his People , þur conſider , and be moderate , and do notru: haſtily irro 
things ; ibut mind, and conſider Mercy, Fuſtice and Fudgment ; that is 
-the way for you to proſper, and get fthe Favour ot the Lord, Ou 
Mectings were ſtopped and broken up ia the daycs of "Oliver, in pretencey 
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zem boch by pan her —_ = are us from any 
chthing, chough uo 5 Ir along becauſe we would nox 
rael. ithal any ;and are thus made 

aſe > Inoccat s of Chriſt, and cannoe 

aycnge ourſelyes, "Theſ: ron paw your hearts to confides- » Puc 
76are our of-all thoſe things, in the” patience of the Saints; and ie 
ww, that as Chriſt ſaid, He that takes t he Sword, ſhall perift with the 


vord, Mat.2 6; 5 2. Rev. 13. 10s- : 


1s given forth from the Peaple called FR #0 ſatis fie the K 
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Given forch an che behalf of che whole Body of the Ele People of 
"5 who are called Quakers, incheYear 1660, : 
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bing are we Caſt into Hake, 
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they have done : For how is it pi 


whotath reacemed 16s 
that beinit, by which we know our Eleition before the World began. Sowe 
ſay, The Lord bave Mercy upon our Exemics, and forgive them, for that 
hey have done unts us. : | | 
* . _ 0h1 do as youwould be done by; and do unto all Men as 'you would have 
them do unto you; for this is but the Law and the Prophets, 
And all Plots, Inſurrettions and Riotons Meetings we do deny, knowine 
them to be of the Devil, the Murtherer, which we in Chriſt (who was before they 
were) triumph over them, and ali Wars © Fightings with Carnal Weapons we 
_ do deny, who have the Sword of th: Spirit, and all that wrong us, we leave | 
them tothe Lord; and this is to clear our Innocency from that Aſperſion caſt 
#pen ue, That we arc Scditious or Plotters. ; ; 
I, DD Added | 


: 


J42= uh 


His was ovr Teſtimony above Trenty. Yeats 0 
we have not been found ARing coatrary 
1, -for the Truth tharisour Guide is uachan 
0 the Men ofthis Age 
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dover them, and the Truth will be.clear of t 


